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Message from the Chairman 

 

As this will be the last newsletter for the year, I would like to start by wishing everyone a Happy Christmas and 

best wishes for the New Year.  I have just returned from the NRAA AGM and can advise that our Deputy Chairman, 

Albert van Wyk, was elected to the Board of the NRAA.  Also joining the board for the next three years will be Craig 

McGowan from Queensland, with Peirs Cambridge from Canberra filing the 12-month vacancy as a result of the 

resignation Bob Pederson.  So, congratulations to Albert. 

Other news from the NRAA is the survey being conducted into ammunition, components, where you source these, 

should rules around these change, should we adopt ICFRA rules and other things.  The survey will only be open for 

a short period of time, so I encourage everyone to complete the survey, as the NRAA Board will use the information 

for making decisions. 

Robyn Jackman is now finalising the Heritage Paver Project and is looking for some volunteers to prepare the area 

for the placement of the concrete, stones and commemorative Gate, so any help will be appreciated.  The pavers 

will then be laid on the concrete path leading to the heritage magazine.  Robyn is also looking for people to work 

on the restoration of this heritage building as outlined recently. 

Last weekend was the Vic Police RC prize meeting on Saturday and the VRA PM to Commemorate the 100 

anniversary of the end of WW1 on Sunday 11th.  As part of this celebration we will be conducting a shoot for RSL 

members the following weekend.  I ask that anyone able to assist to please contact Nikki, as we will need both 

volunteers and equipment on the day. 

Whilst it may be some time off, the SSAA Shot Expo planned for 25 &26 May 19, will come around fairly quickly.  I 

encourage people who are able to assist in planning the display, helping in the setting up or dismantling of the 

stand and/or attending for part or all of the opening time to please notify the office as early as possible.  As with 

most things, many hands make light work.  

Aǘ ǘƘŜ !DaΣ L ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ǊŜǾƛŜǿ ƻǳǊ άwǳƭŜǎέΣ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ bƻǘƛŎŜ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ǘƻ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 

rules concerning life membership.  Anyone wishing to assist in this review can contact the office or myself.  

Garry Kay 
VRA Chairman  
 

 

 

 

 

 

50-year Memberships 

Congratulations to the below members who 

recently reached the significant milestone of 

50 years membership with the VRA 

 VRA Chairman, Garry Kay receiving his 50-year 

certificate and medal from Deputy Chairman, Albert 

van Wyk 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

           VALE REG ASQUITH 
             November 27th, 1927 ς October 10th, 2018 
 
 
 
 
 
When it came to shooting Reg Asquith often played second  
fiddle to his wife, Joyce. But behind the scenes he was a tireless worker for his sport. Reg died only weeks 
before his 92nd birthday on October 10 after a long illness. 
 
His funeral was attended by a big crowd of relatives and friends, and shooters from across Victoria and NSW. 
Reg was a life member of the Wangaratta Smallbore Rifle Club and was one of the group of stalwarts who 
helped physically construct the club and range, spending countless hours providing the club a strong 
foundation. 
He joined the Wangaratta Rifle Club in 1945 and was a more than accomplished marksman. 
.ǳǘ ƛƴ WƻȅŎŜΩǎ ǿƻǊŘǎ άƘŜ ǿŀǎ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ shot, ōǳǘ L ŎƻǳƭŘ ōŜŀǘ ƘƛƳέΦ 
After losing a lung to cancer in the 1990s, Reg made the move to F Class, shooting from a table until forced to 
give up shooting in recent years. 
CƻǊ ȅŜŀǊǎ wŜƎ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǎǇƻǘǘŜǊǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƭǳōΩǎ shoots and was often heard to complain when they were 
blown to pieces by the many good shots at Glenrowan. 
He loaded ammunition for Joyce and cleaned her rifle. If Joyce thought, he had not done things 100 per cent he 
soon found out. 
There are many young shooters who have benefitted from ammunition loaded by Reg, often at no cost. 
!ƴŘ ǿƘŜƴŜǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ Ŏƭǳō ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜŘ ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǊŀƴƎŜ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ wŜƎΩǎ ŀƳƳǳƴƛǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŜȅ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ǘǊȅ ƻǳǘ ƻǳǊ ǎǇƻǊǘΦ 
wŜƎΩǎ ƭƛŦŜ ǿŀǎ ǎƻmething many people today could only imagine. 
In his early days he lived with his family in a small home with a dirt floor. 
He was a remarkable hunter and gatherer and was never happier that when fishing and hunting. 
Those at the funeral were amazed at the pictures from his early days of fish caught in local rivers, hundreds and 
rabbits, ducks and foxes shot for food and much-needed income. 
wŜƎ ǿŀǎ ƧƻƛƴŜŘ ōȅ WƻȅŎŜΣ Ƙƛǎ ǿƛŦŜ ƻŦ см ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀǘ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ƘǳƴǘƛƴƎ ŜȄǇŜŘƛǘƛƻƴǎΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǎƘŜ ŀƴŘ ƘŜǊ άōŜǎǘ ƳŀǘŜέ 
were a formidable partnership. 
Reg had two stints working at Bruck Textiles in Wangaratta where he was regarded as a very talented worker. 
He also tried his hand at gold prospecting with excellent results. 
wŜƎΩǎ ŘŜŀǘƘ ƭŜŀǾŜǎ ŀ ōƛƎ ƘƻƭŜ ƛƴ full-bore and smallbore ranks. 
We are all the poorer for his passing. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Minutes of the VRA 

Council Meeting held 

on 30th September 2018 

are now available on 

the website 

Upcoming Meetings 

ü 25th November 2018 

ü 20th January 2019 

ü 24th March 2019 

 

 

Wellsford Range Usage Fees 
 

 
Please see below the new range fees for any one shooting at Wellsford.  

These fees are payable to the 
Exec Officer at the time of booking or on the day or to the resident club 

representative 
Please sign the visitor book located in the pavilion. 

 

$10 per day VRA Members or NRAA affiliated members 

$20 per day All non VRA or NRAA affiliated members 

$5 All U21 VRA members 

 

 

VRA QUEENS 2019 

Syme     10-11 April 

Queens   12-14 April 

 
VRA QUEENS 2020 

Syme     01-02 April 

Queens   03-05 April 

 

VRA Taskforce 

Do you have strong opinions or thoughts about 

the running of Wellsford Range and the future 

of the VRA?  We are still seeking volunteers for 

the below taskforces.  

Why not join one of the two (or both) ǘŀǎƪŦƻǊŎŜΩǎ being 

formed to develop and implement a strategic plan. 

Taskforce 1 ς Increase Membership 

The taskforce will investigate opportunities for the VRA and 

local clubs to increase its membership while transforming 

over time to allow for additional shooting requirements by 

its members.  

Taskforce 2 ς Wellsford Range 

The taskforce will focus on how the Wellsford Range, as an 

asset of the VRA, could be better leveraged to provide 

additional benefits and opportunity for all VRA members.  

 

Contact the Exec Officer to express your interest or for 

more information 

SSAA Shot Expo 2019 

Plans for the VRA to attend the 2019 

Melbourne shot expo are currently on 

hold due to the operations group 

ά9ȄƘƛōƛǘƛƻƴǎ DǊƻǳǇ tǘȅ [ǘŘέ ƎƻƛƴƎ ƛƴǘƻ 

liquidation. 

The VRA had not paid a deposit to 

Exhibitions Group for this event. 

Further information will be provided to 

VRA members as it becomes available. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Range Results      Aggregate Trophy List 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

VVTC Prize Meeting 

19th October 2018 
The 2018 Veterans Prize Meeting was held at Bendigo on Friday 19th Nov prior to the DRA teams shoot on the 

weekend.  

25 Veterans plus 6 Juniors (under the age of 60) and 1 under 25 shooter Thanks Blade). 

Shooters shot at 600yds, 700yds and 900 yds under the watchful eye of our Range Officer, Peter Hulett. Thanks 

to Peter who gave up his planned shoot to make sure it was a safe and fun shoot for all. 

Every-one seemed to appreciate the new style trophies, the afternoon tea and a fun day for all even if the 

conditions were somewhat tricky. 

 

 

 

600 yds 600 yds 

TR 
First 

Myles Mc 
Cormack 

FC 
First 

Doug 
Chalmers 

TR 
Second 

Peter 
Farley 

FC 
Second 

Trevor 
Jury 

TR 
Third 

Peter 
Maher 

FC 
Third 

Marcus 
Cave 

    

700 yds 700 yds 

TR 
First 

Len Hayes 
FC 
First 

Max 
Hedges 

TR 
Second 

Laurie 
Coote 

FC 
Second 

Di Jonker 

TR 
Third 

Peter 
Maher 

FC 
Third 

Doug 
Chalmers 

    

900 yds 900 yds 

TR 
First 

Laurie 
Coote 

FC 
First 

Bruce 
Houston 

TR 
Second 

Carol 
Hulett 

FC 
Second 

Max 
Hedges 

TR 
Third 

Peter 
Farley 

FC 
Third 

Barry 
Giblett 

 

TR First 
Laurie 
Coote 

FC First Trevor Jury 

TR Second 
Peter 
Maher 

FC Second Max Hedges 

TR Third Peter Farley FC Third Bruce Houston 

TR Forth Carol Hulett FC Forth Doug Chalmers 

TR Fifth 
Myles Mc 
Cormack 

FC Fifth Barry Giblett 

TR Encourage ---------- 
FC 
Encourage 

Peter Mcdonald 

TR Non-Vets 
First 

Daniel 
Clothier 

FC Non-Vets 
First 

Sudjono 

TR Non-Vets 
Second 

Blade Lacey 
FC Non-Vets 

Second 
Laura Rickard 

    
FC Non-Vets 

Third 
Joe Melbourne 

TR Off Rifle 
Peter 
Maher 

FC Under 25 Trevor Jury 

 



 

 

 

 

Some of the great prizes on offer at the VVTC Prize Meeting 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

CALL FOR NOMINATIONS FOR  
COACHES and SHOOTERS 

 
Victorian State Team 

Target Rifle 
National Championships in June 2020 

Belmont Rifle Range, Queensland 
 

Closing Date for Nominations: COB Friday 14 December 2018 
  
 
The next National Championships will be held at Brisbane, Belmont Rifle Range, Queensland in June 2020. 

 
The Team Captain is James Corbett and nominations are now called for Coaches and Shooters for the 

Victorian Target Rifle Team. 
 

Nominations for Coaches and Shooters are to be submitted to the  
Executive Officer, VRA by COB Friday 14 December 2018 

 
As per the attached VRA Teams Nomination Form: 
Å Please specify position nominating for i.e. Shooter, Coach 
Å Provide your name, club, email, phone number. 

 
Nominations must be submitted in writing:  

 Email:  vra@vra.asn.au 

 Mail:  PO Box 5078, Sandhurst East PO, Vic 3550 
 
This is an official VRA Team in accordance with the VRA State Teams Policy. 

 

mailto:vra@vra.asn.au


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pinjar WA 2018 
Victoria State Rifle Team Report 

 
As Captain of the Victorian State Rifle Team I was privileged to lead the team to wins in both 
the prestigious Merrett Match and the Sweet Aggregate at the National Championships held in 
Pinjar, Western Australia during September this year. 
 
The 15-person team comprised James Corbett (Captain) David Brewster (Vice Captain) 

Joanne Corbett (Manager) Barry Wood and Greg Cavanagh (Coaches) and shooting members: 
David Black 
Mark Horsnell 
Tony Ivankovic 
Ross Jackson 
Peter Maher 
John McDiarmid 
Peter OôDwyer 
Keith Toh 
Brett Thurtell 
Simon Whatley 

 
In my opinion, the success of this team was not about any one aspect in particular but largely 
due to the willingness of the members to learn new ideas and implement them quickly. 
The team membersô strong commitment to a shared goal and their respect for one another 
created a positive synergy. We were disciplined and focused, concentrating on what needed doing 
during the final ranges of the Merrett. 

 

Selection Process, Rifle Gear and Training 
 
In early 2017 the VRA called for interest from shooters to participate in squad trials for the 
state team. I placed no restrictions on the type of rifle gear required other than it must 
perform to the highest standard. 
In August 2017 a reconnaissance group comprising of myself and three others travelled over 
to Pinjar to gather strategic information on the range and conditions the state team were likely 
to experience in September 2018. Information gathered from this trip was subsequently 
compiled into a Pinjar report and sent to all team members. A copy of the Pinjar report is 
attached for use as a reference for future Victorian rifle teams. 
Squad trials were held over several weekends with the final team formally announced in April 
2018. Help and expertise from team armourer and Vice-Captain, David Brewster, assured we 
were able to support shooters in identifying any issues early and ensuring membersô gear was 
performing well. 
 
Three formal practise sessions were held at Wellsford Rifle Range Bendigo in 2018 on 
29 April, 2 June and 19 August with a further informal practise on 1 September. 
 
All team members agreed to and were assigned responsibility for specific team tasks which 
they undertook during practise sessions and also during competition in Pinjar. 
A huge thank you to the Bendigo Rifle Club for its help and support in setting up targets and 
opening the range for the state team on those weekends. 
I would also like to mention the support and help we received from the wives and partners of a 
number of the team members during practise days at Bendigo and over in Western Australia. 
Their efforts were very much appreciated. 
 
James Corbett 
Captain 
2018 Victorian State Rifle Team 

The VRA Council have appointed James Corbett to be the Captain of the 

State TR Team for the 2020 competition. 



 

 

                     

 

 

 

       

 

                  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


